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such, they shall correct the same   either then or in the next chapter. Lindiv. 53.
The fabric of the church consisteth of the walls., windows, and covering. Lindw. 53.
Where the penalty is not limited, the same is arbitrary (saith Lindwood:) But this cannot intend here (he says) the penalty of excommunication; inasmuch as it concerneth the parishioners ut universes, as a body or whole society, who are bound to the fabric of the body of the church: for the pain of excommunication is not inflicted upon a whole body together, although it may be inflicted upon every person severally, who shall be culpable in this behalf. And the same may be observed as to the penalty of suspension : which cannot fall upon the parishioners as a community or collective body. Yet the archdeacon in this case, if the defect be enormous, may enjoin a penalty, that after the limited time shall be expired. Divine service shall not be performed in the church, until competent reparation shall be made: so that the parishioners may be punished by suspension or interdict of the place. But if there are any particular persons who are bound to contribute towards the repair, and although they be able, are not willing, or do neglect the same ; such persons may be compelled by a monition to such contribution, under pain of excommunication: that so the church may not continue for a long time unrepaired, through their default. Lindw. 53.
But this was before the time that churchwardens had the special charge of the repairs of the church : and it seemeth now, that the process shall issue against the churchwardens, and that they may be excommunicated for disobedience.
Stratford. Forasmuch as archdeacons and other ordinaries in their visitations, finding defects as well in the churches as in the ornaments thereof, and the fences qf the churchyard, and in the houses of the incumbents, do command them to be repaired under pecuniary penalties; and from those that do not obey do extort the same penalties by censures, wherewith the said defects ought to be repaired, and thereby enrich their own purses to the damage of the poor people; therefore that there may be occasion of complaint against the archdeacons and other